E Te Atua -nga mihi o te ra, ki te whanau e hui nei. God, give us your blessing this day as we gather in your name .
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Mission Statement: Quality Catholic Education
Our Vision: A supportive environment where we live our faith and celebrate our learning in life.
At St Thomas Aquinas School we are CHASERS. We live through our Mercy Values of: Compassion,
Hospitality, Social Justice, Excellence, Respect, Service.

Term 1 - Week 10

Thursday 15th April 2021

Kia ora Koutou St Thomas Aquinas School Families,
I had a brilliant time with our junior people at camp last week. We were blessed with fantastic weather
and our children got to be fully immersed in the beach habitat. People outside our school community
often find it fascinating that we give our junior people the opportunity to stay overnight at an outdoor
education facility. I know historically that this has always been a tradition that our community values and
has wanted to continue. This experience gives our little people the opportunity to experience a new
environment alongside their friends whilst promoting those all important social interactions along the way.
I always enjoy seeing children reach their goals and thrive in an environment that is new or different from
the school setting.
Last week all of our classes transitioned into their new spaces. Rooms 2,3 and 4 have moved into the
newly renovated block and are really enjoying the change. All the rooms are sound proof and fixed with
acoustic panels which makes for a really flexible space whether the doors are open or closed. I anticipate
that this will be a temporary space for our Room 4 students as they will be getting their previous room
renovated and the sports shed and art room will be gutted to make a glassed break out teaching space
for them in the not too distant future. I think it is important that our senior people have the opportunity to
have a space that is special and unique to their needs. Room 1 is in the process of stretching out into the
previous space that Room 3 was in during the start of the year. This gives our junior ample space for their
play based environment. Whilst Phase Two takes place at the Church Street end of the school, we ask that
you and your child enter all classrooms via the break out space doors in between the current Room 2 and
3 classrooms. If you haven't already come in to check out our new spaces feel free to do so anytime.
Next term we have our Education Review Office (ERO) partner who will be working alongside us within the
new ERO model across three years. I am pleased to report that the model has changed for the better and
our ERO partner (Murray South) will be working in collaboration with us. As you know we have made many
gains and implemented many effective initiatives and programmes since our last ERO review. I will keep
you updated with the process and provide you with feedback over the coming terms.
It is all happening next term, I have been working alongside Emma Ferris who is a Facilitator from the
‘Breathe Effect’. Emma will be coming to us to support us in our goal of increasing wellbeing for our
students and our community. She will be hosting a parent community session on Thursday 3rd June from
7.00-8.30pm and class sessions throughout the day on Friday 4th June.
Information:
Emma Ferris is a Physiotherapist and Breathing Coach based in New Zealand. She teaches breathing
techniques and tools to children that help them recognise when they need to calm their nervous system
and build awareness around how that impacts their emotions and body. Learning how to calm their stress
response is an important tool for all children to learn as it helps their brain stay in Thinking Brain mode and
not be hijacked by our Survival mode.
After a busy term I hope you all have an opportunity to recharge and relax over the holiday break.
May we continue to work together to provide our children with a supportive environment where we live
our faith and celebrate our learning in life.
Ma te atua e tiaki, manaaki ia koutou katoa,
May God bless you, Teresa Jarvis - Principal

Key Dates
April 2021
16
Teachers only day - school closed & end of Term 1
May 2021
3
Start of Term 2
3-7
Room 4 Deep Cove Camp
6
Hockey starts - Invercargill Competition Year 6-8
10
Hockey starts - Central Competition Year 1-5
11
Room 3 Parent Helper Camp Meeting - Camp Tautuku
11
First Aid for Room 3’s camp
17-19 Room 3 Camp Tautuku
17-20 Year 7-8 Technology
25
Junior Cross Country
28
Senior Cross Country
June 2021
11
Central Cross Country at Dipton
18
Southland Cross Country
MASS SUNDAY - 10.30am
Please ensure if you are unable to be at Mass that you organise someone in your
place.
Sunday 18th April - Altar Servers: Max & Bridget Heckler. Church Cleaner: Aimee
Cunningham.
Sunday 25th April - Greeters: A Langford family. Altar Servers: JB & Pauleen Taguiam.
POF Reader: Anton Langford. Gift Bearer: A Langford family. Church Cleaner: Aimee
Cunningham.
Sunday 2nd May - Greeters: Clayton & Cunningham family. Servers: Devyn & Ryan
O’Callaghan. Gift Bearers: Clayton/Cunningham family.

WINTER UNIFORM - TERM 2
All students will be wearing winter uniform for terms two and three. The uniform list
can be accessed via our website - stthomaswinton.school.nz under Parent
Information/Uniform. We have second hand uniform available at school for
purchase, otherwise uniform can be purchased from The Warehouse (Schooltex
section) and H&J Smith’s in Invercargill.
TIKTOK
There has been some reported disturbing content on TikTok recently, please keep
this in mind when your children are on devices. This is not a platform that we would
recommend your child to be on.
CAMP TAUTUKU PARENT HELPER MEETING
On Tuesday 11th May we will be having a meeting for all parent helpers attending
our Year 5 & 6 camp to the Catlin’s. This will take place in Room 3 at 5.00pm.
KEY DATES
These have been updated on our school website for your viewing. They can be
accessed under the home page under Calendar.

The Bakery
-FoodMade with Passion
– Sold with Distinction
Ph: 03 236 8290
Fax: 03 236 8216

188 Great North Road, Winton
Email: countrymanor@xtra.co.nz

Room 1 - Camp
Omaui

TEACHER ONLY DAY - Friday 16th April
A reminder to our parent community that we have a Teacher Only Day scheduled for
tomorrow - Friday 16th April which means that the last day of term for your child will be
Thursday 15th April.
WHAT WE LIKE ABOUT OUR NEW CLASS ROOMS ROOM 2
My favourite thing about the new class is that is is
much warmer because in our old space it was cold.
I also like the sliding door because there is less
chance of people jamming their fingers in the doors.
By Isla Langford - Room 2.

WHAT WE LIKE ABOUT OUR NEW
CLASSROOMS - ROOM 3
The Classroom like a French Flag
By Karina Cabrillos, Year 5
We walked into the new classroom as
heaven’s light shone through the
hard-cased windows. It was like the light of
twenty moons. The class was a big one,
probably the size of eight dragonets; but not
to mention the WALL. It was the colours of
the French flag. White as snow, red as blood
and the dark blue of a blue whale. And the
floor…..it was like the trees were spread
across the ground. I was very excited to
move in. The interior was perfect. But
outside, there were GARDENS. They had
beautiful, lush plants. It was awesome.

My favourite thing about my amazing classroom is
the new veranda. I like the new veranda because
if it’s pouring we can sit there for lunch. It is super.
The second thing is it’s colours when I come in in the
morning I feel super happy.
By James Jarvis - Room 2.
My favourite thing about our new space is the sliding
doors because they make the classroom so quiet
when the sliding doors are closed. I also like the new
amazing veranda if it’s raining we can sit under it for
lunch.
By Finley McLeod - Room 2.
SPECIAL CHARACTER REVIEW
We have representatives from the Catholic Diocese
visiting us to carry out a review of our Special
Character. This takes place across Week 5,
May 31st-June 2nd.

Room 1 Camp Omaui

Room 1 - Camp
Omaui

"The Space Class"
By Devyn O’Callaghan
It’s here. The classroom floods with
excitement. Everyone piles onto to hear the next command. The space like feel
gives it a futuristic touch. The phenomenal interior and exterior excites many. We
wait anxiously to proceed in deeper and place valuable learning equipment. The
light dances off the wall so effortlessly. The spacious room is now filled with
children as if it was the dwarf galaxy. We delicately place the learning items in the
brand new class that is now room three.
3

