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Term 1 - Week 7 Thursday 25th March 2021

Kia ora koutou St Thomas Aquinas School Families,

This week we look forward to our major fundraiser for the year, our Golf Ball Drop that will take place tomorrow Friday
26th March at 1.00pm. Huge efforts have been made by many of our community members, | thank you for supporting
this fundraiser in order to achieve better outcomes for all of our students. We know that the funds raised will make a
huge difference in providing our children with support and extension programmes that meet their learning needs. |
realise that we and all other schools are in the position of not gaining adequate funding for many of our students
which is hugely disappointing. | will say that | am hugely proud and grateful to be leading a school community that
takes matters into their own hands by putting their children front and centre in creating funds which will ultimately
give our students all the learning opportunities they need to succeed.

As you can see our school has been undergoing a major transformation of late. We have had a number of

contractors on site carrying out a number of tasks to add to the redevelopment of phase one and the staffroom
extension. | am pleased to report that Roomds 2,3 and 4 wi
hope to be fully settled into our new classroom spaces prior to starting back in Term Two. Our junior people in Room 1

will be able to stretch out and occupy both the current Room 1 and Room 3 spaces for Term Two. | would like to thank

our students, staff and parents for their patience during this time of disruption. Our children have been extremely

resilient whilst working in these temporary spaces.

This week all of our children took part in Prayer Week. All of our teaching team took groups of children to share with
them different ways to pray. Our students learnt about how to connect with God in the following ways:

Different places to pray

Meditation/Being Still

Prayer Cards

Music/Maori

Praying through Art

Praying through picture /images/imagination
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Our children really enjoyed these spiritual prayer
sessions and learnt a number of different ways to
pray. We look forward to implementing this
knowledge into our classroom prayers.

We have a number of students representing
themselves and our school at the upcoming
Southland Athletics this Saturday. We wish them all
the best in their respective events and look forward
to hearing about their achievements next week.

May we continue to work together to provide our
children with a supportive environment where we
live our faith and celebrate our learning in life.

Ma te atua e tiaki, manaaki ia koutou katoa, May
God bless you, Teresa Jarvis - Principal

School redevelopment
- phase 1




