E Te Atua -nga mihi o te ra, ki te whanau e hui nei. God, give us your blessing this day as we gather in your name .

COMMUNITY NOTICES

ST THOMAS AQUINAS SCHOOL
Phone:
E-mail:
Website:
Facebook:

03 236 8261 or school cell phone 027 236 8263
office@stthomaswinton.school.nz
www.stthomaswinton.school.nz
St Thomas Aquinas Winton

P.O. Box 33
Winton 9741

Mission Statement: Quality Catholic Education
Our Vision: A supportive environment where we live our faith and celebrate our learning in life.
At St Thomas Aquinas School we are CHASERS. We live through our Mercy Values of: Compassion,
Hospitality, Social Justice, Excellence, Respect, Service.

Term 2 - Week 4

Thursday 27th May 2021

Kia ora koutou St Thomas Aquinas School Families,
Alongside our students and the teaching team we have
recently recreated our CHASERS wall in the office area. Miss
McSoriley has kindly painted a Mercy cross for the centre of our
display. You will also notice that our children feature in images
that show our Mercy values of Compassion, Hospitality, Service,
Excellence, Respect and Social Justice in action. We have also
added QR codes which once scanned will take you to a gospel
story that highlights our values. As you know our CHASERS values
are at the centre of everything we do at St Thomas’s, we use
these as a foundation for our behaviour plan, positive behaviours
matrix and positive reinforcement (house points/golden tickets).
This term the spotlight is on two ever important values of
Compassion and Respect.
Breathing Coach Emma Ferris is coming to Winton on Thursday 3rd June. Emma
advocates that although everybody breaths, not everyone breathes well. Life’s big
stressful moments need some bigger and better tools to help people deal with them.
Emma will share her wisdom and tools at an evening presentation that can be used to
help calm the body and nervous system when you or your family members get
stressed and overwhelmed. A great tool for children that may be feeling heightened
anxiety due to the Covid situation (this is something that has been noted by many
schools).
The Breath Effect is about resetting your body’s reaction which is done by breathing
techniques, movements and postures. Stress effects the body and contributes to
anxiety, depression, poor sleep, gut health, increased blood pressure, headaches,
back and neck pain.
Come along to Emma’s presentation and learn how to equip yourself and your loved
ones with the means to breathe a little slower and bring back the calm to your
life. College students are welcome along
to this evening.
7pm @ St Thomas Aquinas school,
enter off Great North Road.
Contact Louise at Winton Community
Support Ph: 03 236 9934 for more
information.

Our community night proved to be a great opportunity to share
our future focuses at student, staff and board levels. It was also very positive to see many new
parents join the Parent Teacher Association executive committee. As you know our PTA is often
the driving force behind us gaining funding or resources that are essential for our children to
succeed in their learning. This is one of the many strengths that we have in our community. Thank
you to the many families that came along to hear community updates and attend the PTA
AGM.
I am very proud of the way our junior people gave their all to their cross country event this week.
It was clear to see that our little people know how to show the Mercy value of Excellence and
our senior students also showed Compassion and Respect by supporting and cheering on our
junior runners. I look forward to seeing those Mercy values in action at the Senior Cross Country
at Moores Reserve later this week.
Next week we have a number of important events taking place. Across Monday and Tuesday
we have three visitors to the school representing the Southland and Dunedin Diocese who will
be carrying out our Special Character Review, we look forward to showcasing the many
elements of our Catholic Character with the review team. We also have community and class
sessions with Emma Ferris across Thursday and Friday next week, for all the details please refer to
the inside of this newsletter. The community session will definitely be one not to miss!
May we continue to work together to celebrate our faith and share our learning.
Ma te atua e tiaki, manaaki ia koutou katoa,
May God bless you,
Teresa Jarvis - Principal

Key Dates
May 2021
28
Gumboot Friday - please bring a gold coin donation
31
Catholic Review Office visiting our school
June 2021
1-2
Catholic Review Office visiting our school
3
Community session - Wellbeing Focus 7.00pm - 8.30pm
4
Wellbeing sessions in class
7
Queens Birthday - school closed
9
Mass Room 3 & 4 9.00am
11
Central Cross Country at Dipton
16
Mass Room 1 & 2 9.00am
18
Southland Cross Country at Waimumu
22
Learners Conferences 2.00pm - 7.00pm
23
Mass Room 3 & 4 - 9.00am
29
BOT Meeting 6.30pm
30
Mass All Classes 9.00am
July 2021
9
End of Term

MASS SUNDAY - 10.30am
Please ensure if you are unable to be at Mass that you organise someone in your
place. Sunday 30th May - Greeters: Jarvis Family. Servers: Hayley Findlay & Darcy
Dudfield. Gift Bearers: Jarvis Family. Church Cleaners: Rebecca Jesperson &
Nat Langford. Sunday 6th June - Servers: Max & Bridget Heckler.
Church Cleaners: Rebecca Jesperson & Nat Langford.
WINTER UNIFORM
During terms two and three all students will wear their winter school uniform. Most of
these items can be sourced from our second hand
Please bring a gold coin
uniform shop at school or via The Warehouse of H&J
donation
Smiths in Invercargill.
SPORTS UNIFORM & SOFT SHELL JACKETS
If any families are wanting to purchase our soft shell
jackets or track pants (as part our sports uniform)
these can be purchased from Selector Uniforms
either online at selectoruniforms.co.nz or call them
directly on 0800 788 878. Selector Uniforms have
very competitive prices and will be able to assist
you, if you need help.
GUMBOOTS AND SLIPPERS
All students are welcome to bring in their gumboots
for the wetter days and slippers to wear inside their
classrooms if they would like to.
LEARNER CONFERENCES
Learner Conferences will be
taking place on Tuesday 22nd
June from 2.00pm - 7.00pm.
SPORTS POLO TOPS
If you are wishing to purchase a
new sports polo top for your
child/ren this can be done in the
next two weeks to get it at the
discount price of $48.00 . Please
contact Selector uniforms McCallum Dry Cleaning on
Phone: 03 2187 800 or call in to
216 Dee Street Invercargill.

WELLBEING FOCUS
As part of our goal to increase well being across the school we have Emma Ferris
from ‘The Breathe Effect’ facilitating class and community sessions.
The Community Session will take place at St Thomas Aquinas School on Thursday
3rd June from 7.00-8.30pm. There is no cost to our community for this session.
Bio for the session:
Nobody is immune to stress and we all can learn safe effective ways to help calm
our body, emotions and quieten our mind. Join Emma Ferris, Physiotherapist, stress
and breathing coach as she shares her wisdom and tools that can be used to help
calm the body and nervous system when we get stressed and overwhelmed. This
isn’t about mindfulness, although you may feel calmer for coming along. It is about
resetting your body reaction which we can do by breathing techniques,
movements and postures. Stress effects our body and can contribute to anxiety,
depression, poor sleep, gut health, increased blood pressure, headaches, back
and neck pain. Our habits of a life time can be reset and along with it your body’s
reaction to stress. Join Emma in a safe and relaxing community workshop designed
to have us feeling calmer and breathing a little slower.
Emma will then be taking class sessions on Friday 4th June throughout the school
day.
Emma has worked with schools around New Zealand and offers practical yet
simple ways for kids to learn to relax, pause and reset when they feel stressed. The
workshops blend the science of breathing, teaching kids awareness of their
breathing, getting them to tune into their body and learning to listen to what it
needs. Being able to bring our body into calm, relaxed breathing is foundation for
our help. Emma uses language and techniques that are age appropriate and fun
for kids, giving the kids tools they can use both at school and at home and for the
rest of their lives.

The Bakery
-FoodMade with Passion
– Sold with Distinction
Ph: 03 236 8290
Fax: 03 236 8216

188 Great North Road, Winton
Email: countrymanor@xtra.co.nz

SECOND HAND UNIFORM
We always welcome any school uniform items that families wish to donate back to
the school as our stocks are getting low. Please leave at the school office if you
wish to donate any items.
DRINK BOTTLES
Please send your child with a drink bottle, as our outdoor drinking fountains aren’t
in use at the moment with the re-development.
CHANGE OF ADDRESS
If you are moving address around the 1st of June, can you please let the school
office know your new contact details - Thanks in advance.
ST THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH QUIZ NIGHT
Keep this date free - Wednesday 9th
June at 7.00pm, Middle Pub lounge bar.
Teams of 4 $20 a team. Raffles including oysters. Auction - 2 sides of
processed beef. All Welcome.
ENTRY IN & OUT OF THE SCHOOL
All students and parents are asked to
enter and exit the school using the new
common space double doors in
between Rooms 2, 3 and 4.

Boys - Junior
Cross
Country

CLASS MASSES - All Welcome in the
Church
Room 3 & 4 - 9th June 9.00am
Room 1 & 2 - 16th June 9.00am
Room 3 & 4 - 23rd June 9.00am
All classes - 30th June 9.00am

Charlotte Dowling Girls Junior Cross
Country
3

