
  

COMMUNITY  NOTICES 

Thursday 27th August 2020  Term 3 - Week 6  

E T e  A tu a  - n g a  m ih i  o  t e  r a ,  k i  t e  w h a n au  e  h u i  n e i .  G o d ,  g i v e  u s  y ou r  b l es s i n g  t h i s  d ay  as  w e  g a th e r  i n  y ou r  n a m e .   

Mission Statement:  Quality Catholic Education  

Our Vision:  A supportive environment where we live our faith and celebrate our learning in life. 
At St Thomas Aquinas School we are CHASERS.  We live through our Mercy Values of:  Compassion,  

Hospitality, Social Justice, Excellence, Respect, Service. 

Kia ora Koutou St Thomas Aquinas School Families,  

This year we continue with our school wide goal of raising engagement and achievement in writing. After 

a number of discussions at classroom level with our students and at staff level with the teaching team we 

identified writing takes on many forms in and out of the classroom.  

In the classroom our children develop their writing by:  

¶ Shared Writing - this is where our children collaboratively write with their teacher modelling writing 

skills. 

¶ Independent writing - our children write using a number of engaging topics that are meaningful to 

them.  

¶ Journal/Free choice writing - this is when our children can ôfree writeõ writing about anything they 

choose to write about.  

¶ Independent integrated activities - our children write their thoughts or ideas on the supplementary      

learning activities.  

 

Our students have many opportunities to develop their writing skills across the school day. After discussions 

with our children we can deduce that the number of students engaging in the physical act of writing at 

home has decreased. This comes down to a number of factors, the main factors being the use of         

technology (replacing the need to write) or limited purposes to write.   For example the children of today 

tend to communicate with friends and family via technology (ie. email or phone). Whilst there is still an  

opportunity here to practice some skills, technology provides our children with options to auto -correct or 

reform the sentence which often requires less thought processing. Our mission is to instill a love of writing in 

our children which promotes processing thoughts or ideas that fall onto the paper to form an engaging 

piece of writing.   

 

Here are some practical ways to encourage practising writing at home:  

¶ Write a letter to a grandparent and send it in the mail  

 

¶ Write a weekend/holiday diary to keep for your older self  

 

¶ Write a letter to a leader in your community about something you feel strongly about  

 

¶ Write a letter to your junior/senior buddy  

 

¶ Write a shopping list for parents  

 

¶ Create a family magazine which includes articles from family members  

 

We look forward to our ôFeel Good Fridayõ tomorrow. Students are invited to come to school in their       

pyjamas and we will be viewing a movie for the junior and senior teams across the lunch hour. The Student 

Council will be providing each of our children with a snack of popcorn. This is part of our Student Councilõs 

initiative of providing opportunities to increase well -being across the school.  

Thank you to the families and parishioners that have provided the Board of Trustees with feedback on the 

proposed Enrolment Scheme, if you do wish to give feedback please email: 

bot@stthomaswinton.school.nz  by tomorrow, Friday 28th August.   

May we continue to work together to live our faith and celebrate our learning in life.   

Ma te atua e tiaki, manaaki ia koutou katoa, May God bless you, Teresa Jarvis  
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